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was wrute For, says her though it must infallibly please every man that has any taste of wit, yet has it had such a fatal effect upon the spirits of my countrymen, that eveiy man of wit must ever resent, for, continued he, before the appearance in the world of that labour of Cervantes, it was next to an impossibility for a man to walk the streets with any delight, or without danger There were seen so many cavaheros prancing and curvetting before the windows of their mistresses, that a stranger would have imagined the whole nation to have been nothing less than a race of kmght errants But after the world became a little acquainted with that notable history, the man that was seen in that once celebrated diapery, was pointed at as a Don Quixotte, and found himself the jest of high and low And I verily believe, added he, that to this, and this only, we owe that dampness and poverty of spirit, which has run through all our councils for a century past, so little agreeable to those nobler actions of oui famous ancestors
After many of these lesser sorts of confidences, Don Felix recommended me to a lodging next dooi to his own It was at a widow's, who had one only daughter, her house just opposite to a Fianciscan nunnery Here I remained somewhat upwards of two years, all which time, lying in my bed, I could hear the nuns eaily in the morning at their matins, and late in the evening at their vespeis, with delight enough to myself, and without the least indecency in the world in my thoughts of them Their own divine employ too much employed every faculty of mine, to entertain anything incon-sentaneous or offensive
This my neighbourhood to the nunnery gave me an opportunity of seeing two nuns invested , and in this I must do a justice to the whole country to acknowledge, that a stianger, who is curious (I would impute it rather to their hopes of onversion, than to their vanity), shall be admitted to much greater freedoms in their religious pageantnes, than any native
One of these nuns was of the first quality, which rendered the ceremony moie remarkably fine The manner of investing them was this in the moining her lelations and fhends all met at her fathei's house, whence, she being attired in her most sumptuous apparel, and a coronet placed on her head, they attended her, m cavalcade^ to the nunnery, the